
September 14, 2007 

 

Michael P. Flanagan, Chairman 

State Board of Education 

P.O. Box 30008 

Lansing, MI  48909 

 

Re: Draft K-12 Content Expectations for Social Studies 

 

Dear Mr. Flanagan: 

 

I offer comments regarding the 9/07 Draft document available on the Board's website.  With but 

one exception, I congratulate the Board and Department of Education on an excellent product. 

 

In one key area of history, I strongly urge modification.  Why does the proposed curriculum 

delay instruction of students on the issues and events leading up to the Emancipation 

Proclamation, the 13
th

-15
th

 Amendments to the U.S. Constitution, and the American Civil War 

until age 13?  Aren't students left without guidance until, in Grade 8, they learn the underlying 

history of cultural and ethnic diversity in Michigan, well beyond the point when they have 

noticed differences but have not the full background to how we got to today? 

 

All the complexities of the Civil War era boil down to our fundamental, shared humanity.  While 

we all need to reflect on this idea, it's never too early for young people to reflect.  A review of 

the draft discloses extensive study of the era only in Grade 8, founded on an introduction to 

Michigan history in Grade 3 ("early periods of Michigan history from exploration through 

attaining statehood."), instruction in Grade 4 on American history/government up to attaining of 

nationhood, and instruction in Grade 5 on the origin of slavery in America. 

 

It appears that the historic effort to abolish slavery is then delayed for three curriculum years. 

 

Consequently, I respectfully submit that the Grade 3 history curriculum should be modified to 

sequence the timeline up to and through 1865, focusing on Michigan's role from statehood 

through the American Civil War until ratification of the 15
th

 Amendment in 1870. 

 

Doing so will enable the earlier blossoming of appreciation for a color-blind society. 

 

Again, the draft is a major step forward, but it is also a missed opportunity to teach young 

students much more about the "new birth of freedom" eloquently described in our greatest 

Presidential speech. 

 

Sincerely, 


